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Preface 
This English-Spanish glossary of Geography terms for the Diploma Programme was 
developed by the IB language services department as a working tool for teachers, workshop 
leaders, IB staff and freelance translators involved with the IB Diploma programme 
Geography course delivered in Spanish as a language of instruction and examination.  

It was produced by extracting the terminology used in the Geography subject guide 
(published in February 2009 for first examinations in 2011). All the terms in English and 
Spanish undertook a process of verification by IB authors, research by professional 
translators, consultation by IB experts in the subject and proofreading. The terms compiled 
here informed the translation of the current version of the guide, published in March 2009. 

It was our intention to provide Spanish terms which were understood throughout the world 
and did not only reflect a particular or regional dialectical variant of the language. 

Each term (or terminological phrase) contains the “Source” and in some cases a “Note” has 
been added to provide specific information or clarification. 

We welcome your feedback about this glossary. Please send it to 
language.services@ibo.org. 

The LS terminology team 

September 2009 
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A 
abiotic resources  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish recursos abióticos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

accessibility  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish accesibilidad Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

advancing coasts  Definition: 
depositional coasts that are accreting as a 
consequence of deposition of sediment and/or the 
infill of coastal marshes. Advancing coasts may also 
arise from a negative change in sea level (sea level 
fall or uplift of land) Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish costas en avance Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

aerial photographs  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish fotografía aérea Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

aesthetic change  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish cambio estético Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

affluence  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish prosperidad económica Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

ageing population  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish población de edad media en aumento 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

ageing ratio  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish índice de envejecimiento Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

agribusiness  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish agroindustria Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

agricultural subsidies  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish subsidios agrícolas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

agro-chemical runoff  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish escurrimiento de productos 
agroquímicos Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

agro-industrialization  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish agroindustrialización Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

aid  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish ayuda Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  

air freight  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish transporte aéreo de carga Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

air pollution  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish contaminación atmosférica Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

annotated diagrams  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish diagramas anotados Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

annotated maps  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish mapas anotados Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

anti-globalization groups  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish grupos antiglobalización Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

anti-globalization movements  
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish movimientos antiglobalización; 
movimientos en contra de la globalización 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

anti-Malthusian views  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish perspectivas antimaltusianas Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

anti-natalist policy  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish política antinatalista Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

aquaculture  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish acuacultura Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

aquifers  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish acuífero Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

archival evidence  Note: This is a way of 
gaining knowledge. Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish material documental Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

area references  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish zona de referencia Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

arid environments  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish ambientes áridos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

aridity  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish aridez Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
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artesian basin  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish cuenca artesiana Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

artificial recharge  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish recarga artificial Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

ASEAN  Full term: Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish ASEAN Full term: Asociación de Naciones 
del Sudeste Asiático Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

atmosphere-oceanic 
interactions  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish interacciones entre la atmósfera y el 
océano Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

averages (means, medians, 
modes)  Related term: statistical calculations 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish Promedios estadísticos (medias 
aritméticas, medianas y modos) Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 



B 
bar graphs  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish gráficos de barras Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

beach  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish playa Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

bilateral agreement  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish acuerdo bilateral Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

biodiversity  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish biodiversidad Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

biome  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish bioma Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

biotic resources  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish recursos bióticos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

bipolar graphs  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish gráficos bipolares Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

birth ratio  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish tasa de natalidad por sexo Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

bogs  Related term: wetland Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish ciénagas Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

branded commodities  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish productos con marca registrada Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

brownfield site  Definition: abandoned, 
derelict, or under-used industrial buildings and land, 
which may be contaminated, but with potential for 
redevelopment Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish zona industrial abandonada Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

business enterprises  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish empresas Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
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calorie intake  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish consumo de calorías Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

carrying capacity  Definition: the 
maximum number of visitors/participants that a 
site/event can satisfy at one time. It is customary to 
distinguish between environmental carrying capacity 
(the maximum number before the local environment 
becomes damaged) and perceptual carrying capacity 
(the maximum number before a specific group of 
visitors considers the level of impact, such as noise, 
to be excessive). For example, young mountain 
bikers may be more crowd-tolerant than elderly 
walkers Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish capacidad de carga Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

cartographic images  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish imágenes cartográficas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

cartographic material  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish material cartográfico Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

cartoons  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish viñetas Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

catering  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish servicios de catering Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

CBD  Full term: central business district Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish distrito central de negocios Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

census  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish censo Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

central business district  
Abbreviation: CBD Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish distrito central de negocios Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

centripetal movement  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish movimiento centrípeto Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

challenging environments  
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish ambientes difíciles Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

changes in demand  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish cambios en la demanda Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

changes in supply  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish cambios en la oferta Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

channel shape  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish forma del canal Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

chemical waste  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish residuos químicos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

child mortality rate  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish tasa de mortalidad infantil de menores 
de 5 años Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

Chi-square  Related term: correlations 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish chi cuadrado Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

choropleth maps  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish mapas de coropletas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

chronic hunger  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish hambre crónica Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

cliff failure  Related term: coastal hazard 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish desprendimiento de acantilados Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

cliffs  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish acantilado Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

climate  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish clima Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

climatic characteristics  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish características climáticas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

coastal hazards  Related term: tsunami, 
storm surge, erosion, cliff failure Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish amenazas costeras Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

coastal landforms  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish formas de relieve costero Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

coastal margin  Related term: One 
optional theme is called "Oceans and their coastal 
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margins". Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish franja costera Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

coastal processes  Related term: tides, 
wave action, littoral drift, wind action Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish procesos costeros Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

coastline  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish litoral costero Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

commodities  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish mercancias Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

commuter town  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish ciudad dormitorio Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

commuting  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish desplazamientos pendulares Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

compound graphs  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish gráficos compuestos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

concentration  Related term: measures of 
concentration Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish concentración Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

confidence limits  Related term: 
statistical tests Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish límites de confianza Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

congestion  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish congestión Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

conservation  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish conservación Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

conservation policy  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish política de conservación Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

consumer culture  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish cultura del consumismo Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

consumerism  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  

Spanish consumismo Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

contemporary  Definition: Refers to an 
event that has taken place within the student's 
lifetime Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish contemporáneo Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

continental shelves  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish plataforma continental Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

coral reefs  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish arrecifes de coral Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

core  Note: The geography syllabus has a core 
theme, optional themes and higher-level extension. 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish tronco común Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

core and periphery  Definition: the 
concept of a developed core surrounded by an 
undeveloped periphery. The concept can be applied 
at various scales Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish centro y periferia Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

core theme  Note: The geography syllabus 
has a core theme, optional themes and higher-level 
extension. Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish tronco común Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

correlation  Related term: measures of 
correlation Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish correlación Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

counter-urbanization  Definition: a 
process involving the movement of population away 
from inner urban areas to a new town, a new estate, 
a commuter town or a village on the edge or just 
beyond the city limits / rural-urban fringe Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish contraurbanización Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

crime  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish delincuencia Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

cross-profiles (sections)  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish perfiles transversales Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

crude birth rate  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish tasa bruta de natalidad Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
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Crude Death Rate  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish tasa bruta de mortalidad Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

cultural diffusion  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish difusión cultural Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

cultural imperialism  Definition: the 
practice of promoting the culture or language of one 
nation in another. It is usually the case that the 
former is a large, economically or military powerful 
nation and the latter is a smaller, less affluent one 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish imperialismo cultural Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

cultural sites  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish lugares de interés cultural Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

cultural traits  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish rasgos culturales Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 



D 
dams  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish represas Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

data collection  Note: This is a way of 
gaining knowledge. Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish obtención de datos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

day-trip  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish excursión Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

debt-relief  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish condonación Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

deductive reasoning  Note: This is a 
way of gaining knowledge. Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish razonamiento deductivo Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

demographic  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish demográfico Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

densities  Related term: statistical calculations 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish densidad Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

dependency ratio  Related term: indices 
and ratios Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish índice de dependencia Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

depletion of green space  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish reducción de las zonas verdes Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

deposition  Related term: stream channel 
process; glacier Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish sedimentación Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

depositional coasts  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish playas originadas por la deposición 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

deprivation  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish marginación Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

desertification  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish desertificación Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

development aid  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish ayuda al desarrollo Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  

development diamonds  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish diamantes de desarrollo Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

diasporas  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish diásporas Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

diffusion by expansion  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish difusión por expansión Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

diffusion by relocation  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish difusión por reubicación Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

dilution of culture  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish atenuación Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

direct foreign investment  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish inversion extranjera directa Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

direction  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish dirección Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

disaster  Definition: a major hazard event, 
which causes widespread disruption to a community 
or region, with significant demographic, economic 
and/or environmental losses, and which the affected 
community is unable to deal with adequately without 
outside help Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish desastre Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

discharge  Related term: stream discharge 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish caudal Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

dispersion  Related term: measures of 
dispersion Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish dispersión Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

dot maps  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish mapa de puntos Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

drainage basin  Definition: the area 
drained by a river and its tributaries Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish cuenca hidrográfica Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

drainage basin level  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish nivel de la cuenca hidrográfica Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
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drainage divide  Related term: Synonym: 
watershed Definition: the line defining the boundary 
of a river or stream drainage basin and separating it 
from adjacent basin(s) Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish línea divisoria de aguas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

drought  Note:  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish sequía Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

dunes  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish dunas Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 



E 
earthquakes  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish terremotos Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

ecological footprint  Definition: The 
theoretical measurement of the amount of land and 
water a population requires to produce the resources 
it consumes and to absorb its waste under prevailing 
technology. Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish huella ecológica Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

economic environment  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish medio económico Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

economic flows  Related term: One 
optional theme is called "Global interactions: 
economic interactions and flow". Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish flujos económicos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

economic interactions  Related term: 
One optional theme is called "Global interactions: 
economic interactions and flow". Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish interacciones económicas Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

economic water scarcity  Definition: 
Where water is available locally but not accessible for 
human, institutional or financial capital reasons 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish escasez económica de agua Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

ecotourism  Definition: Tourism focusing on 
the natural environment and local communities 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish ecoturismo Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

EEZ  Full term: Exclusive economic zone 
Definition: an area in which a coastal nation has 
sovereign rights over all the economic resources of 
the sea, seabed and subsoil, extending up to 200 
nautical miles from the coast Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish ZEE Full term: zona económica exclusiva 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

el Niño  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish el Niño Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

El Niño Southern Oscillation  
Abbreviation: ENSO Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish ENOS Full term: El Niño-Oscilación Sur 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

energy efficiency ratios  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish eficiencia energética Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  

energy transfers  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish transferencia de energía Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

ENSO  Full term: El Niño Southern Oscillation 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish El Niño-Oscilación Sur Abbreviation: 
ENOS Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

entertainment  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish entretenimiento Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

environmental awareness  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish conciencia ambiental Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

environmental carrying 
capacity  Definition: The maximum number 
before the local environment becomes damaged. 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish capacidad de carga del ambiente 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

environmental change  Related 
term: One optional theme is called "Global 
interactions: environmental change". Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish cambio ambiental Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

environmental controls  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish controles ambientales Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

environmental degradation  
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish degradación medioambiental Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

environmental hazards  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish amenazas ambientales Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

environmental sustainability  
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish sutentabilidad ambiental Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

environmentally sustainable 
pollution management 
strategy  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish gestión de la contaminación 
ambientalmente sustentable Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

erosion  Related term: stream channel process 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish erosión Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
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eutrophication  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish eutroficación Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

exchanges  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish intercambios Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

Exclusive economic zone  
Abbreviation: EEZ Definition: an area in which a 
coastal nation has sovereign rights over all the 
economic resources of the sea, seabed and subsoil, 
extending up to 200 nautical miles from the coast 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish zona económica exclusiva Abbreviation: 
ZEE Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

experimentation  Note: This is a way of 
gaining knowledge. Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish experimentación Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

extended response question  
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish preguntas de respuesta larga Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

extension of links and nodes  
Related term: network Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish extensión de los enlaces y nodos 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

external migration  Related term: 
Synonym: international migration Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish migración internacional Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

extreme environments  Related 
term: One optional theme is called "Extreme 
environments". Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish ambientes extremos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 



F 
fair trade  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish comercio justo Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

fall in land level  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish descenso del nivel del terreno Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

family size  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish tamaño de la familia Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

family status  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish situación familiar Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

famine  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish hambruna Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

feedback loops  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish bucle de retroalimentación Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

fertility  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish fecundidad Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

field sketches  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish croquis de campo Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

fieldwork investigation  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish investigación relacionada con el 
trabajo de campo Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

fieldwork question  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish pregunta de investigación del trabajo 
de campo Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

financial flows  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish flujo de capital Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

fish yields  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish rendimiento pesquero Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

fishing  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish pesca Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

flash floods  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish inundaciones repentinas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

flood  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish inundación Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

floodplain management  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish gestión de llanuras aluviales Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

floodplains  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish llanura aluvial Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

flow charts  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish gráficos de flujo Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

flow diagrams  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish diagramas de flujo Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

flow maps  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish mapas de flujo Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

flow of labour  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish flujo de trabajadores Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

flows  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish flujos Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

flows of goods, materials and 
people  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish flujo de mercancías, materiales y 
personas Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

food aid  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish ayuda alimentaria Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

food deficiency  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish deficiencia alimentaria Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

food miles  Definition: a measure of the 
distance food travels from its source to the 
consumer. This can be given either in units of actual 
distance or of energy consumed during transport 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish millas de alimentos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

food security  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish seguridad alimentaria Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

food shortages  Note:  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
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Spanish escasez de alimentos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

food sufficiency  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish suficiencia alimentaria Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

forced migration  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish migración forzada Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

formal employment  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish empleo formal Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

free trade  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish libre comercio Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

frequencies  Related term: statistical 
calculations Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish frecuencias Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

frequency  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish frecuencia Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

freshwater  Related term: One optional 
theme is called "Freshwater-issues and conflicts". 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish agua dulce Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

freshwater marshes  Related term: 
wetland Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish humedales de agua dulce Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

freshwater wetland 
management  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish gestión de los humedales de agua dulce 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

friction of distance  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish fricción de la distancia Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 



G 
gentrification  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish gentrificación Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

geographer  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish geógrafo Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

geographic  Definition: this term 
encompassess all the demographic, environmental, 
social, cultural, economic and political factors that 
could influence or be influenced by the geography of 
an area Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish geográfico Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

geographic concept  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish concepto geográfico Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

geographic fieldwork  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish trabajo de campo en geografia Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

Geographic Information 
Systems  Abbreviation: GIS Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish sistemas de información geográfica 
Abbreviation: SIG Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

geographic models  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish modelos geográficos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

geographic pattern  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish patrón geográfico Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

geographic perception  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish percepción geográfica Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

geographic process  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish proceso geográfico Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

geographic research question  
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish pregunta de investigación geográfica 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

geographic research topic  
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish tema de investigación geográfica 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

geographic skills  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  

Spanish destrezas geográficas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

geographic theory  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish teoría geográfica Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

geography of food and health  
Related term: One optional theme is called "The 
geography of food and health". Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish geografía de la alimentación y la salud 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

geopolitical  Definition: the combination of 
locational and political factors relating to or 
influencing a region or nation Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish geopolítico Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

geopolitics  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish geopolítica Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

Gini coefficient  Related term: indices and 
ratios Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish coeficiente de Gini Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

GIS  Abbreviation: Geographic Information 
Systems Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish SIG Full term: sistemas de información 
geográfica Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

glacial areas  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish zonas glaciales Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

glacial environment  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish ambiente glaciar Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

glaciers  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish glaciares Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

global climate change  Definition: the 
changes in global patterns of rainfall and 
temperatures, sea level, habitats and the incidence of 
droughts, floods and storms, resulting from changes 
in the earth's atmosphere, believed to be mainly 
caused by the enhanced greenhouse effect Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish cambio climático global Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

global core  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish centros Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

global interactions  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish interacciones globales Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
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global megacity  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish megaciudades Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

global warming  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish calentamiento global Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

globalization  Definition: the growing 
interdependence of countries worldwide through the 
increasing volume and variety of cross-border 
transactions in goods, services and of international 
capital flows, and through the more rapid and 
widespread diffusion of technology (source IMF) 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish globalización Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

Globalization Index  Definition: the A. 
T. Kearney index is one of several measures of 
globalization. It tracks changes in four key 
components of global integration: trade and 
investment flows; movement of people across 
borders; volumes of international telephone traffic 
and Internet usage; participation in international 
organizations. (source: A. T. Kearney; Foreign Policy) 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish índice de globalización Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

glocalization  Definition: a term that was 
invented in order to emphasize that the globalization 
of a product is more likely to succeed when the 
product or service is adapted specifically to each 
locality or culture it is marketed in. The increasing 
presence of McDonald's restaurants worldwide is an 
example of globalization, while the restaurant chain's 
menu changes in an attempt to appeal to local tastes 
are an example of glocalization Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish glocalización Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

GNI  Full term: Gross National Income Definition: 
(previously known as Gross National Product-GNP). 
The total value of goods and services produced 
within a country together with the balance of income 
and payments from or to other countries Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish INB Full term: Ingreso Nacional Bruto 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

GNP  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish PNB Full term: Producto Nacional Bruto 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

graph  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish gráficos Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

Green Revolution  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish Revolución Verde Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

greenhouse effect  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish efecto invernadero Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

grid references  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish sistema de coordenadas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

Gross National Income  
Abbreviation: GNI Definition: (previously known as 
Gross National Product-GNP). The total value of 
goods and services produced within a country 
together with the balance of income and payments 
from or to other countries Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish Ingreso Nacional Bruto Abbreviation: INB 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

Gross National Product  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish Producto Nacional Bruto Abbreviation: 
PNB Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

ground water abstraction  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish abstracción de aguas subterráneas 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

ground-level photographs  
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish fotografías de nivel de suelo Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 



H 
habitat  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish hábitat Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

hazard  Definition: a threat (whether natural or 
human) that has the potential to cause loss of life, 
injury, property damage, socio-economic disruption, 
or environmental degradation Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish amenaza Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

hazard event  Definition: the occurrence 
(realization) of a hazard, the effects of which change 
demographic, economic and/or environmental 
conditions Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish acontecimiento de impacto ambiental 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

hazardous material  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish sustancia peligrosa Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

HDI  Abbreviation: human development index 
Related term: indices and ratios Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish IDH Full term: índice de desarollo humano 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

health-adjusted life 
expectancy (HALE)  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish esperanza de vida ajustada por salud 
Abbreviation: EVAS Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

heritage sites  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish patrimonios históricos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

heritage tourism  Definition: Tourism 
based on an historic legacy (landscape feature, 
historic building or event) as its major attraction. 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish turismo cultural Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

high altitude environments  
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish ambientes de alta montaña Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

higher-level extension  Note: The 
geography syllabus has a core theme, optional 
themes and higher-level extension. Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish ampliación del Nivel Superior Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

homogenization  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish homogeneización Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

horizontal spatial variations  
Source: Geography guide (2009)  

Spanish variación espacial horizontal Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

host societies  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish sociedades receptoras Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

hot deserts  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish desiertos cálidos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

hotel complex  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish complejo hotelero Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

human discomfort  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish condiciones desfavorables Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

human geography  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish geografía humana Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

human habitation  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish para ser habitados por el ser humano 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

human-induced hazards  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish fenómenos ambientales antrópicos 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

hurricanes  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish huracanes Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

hydrographs  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish hidrograma Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

hydrological cycle  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish ciclo hidrológico Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

hydrology  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish hidrología Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
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IMF  Full term: International Monetary Fund 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish FMI Full term: Fondo Monetario 
Internacional Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

inaccessibility  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish falta de accesibilidad Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

indices and ratios  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish índices, tasas y razones Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

indigenous people  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish población indígena Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

individual pursuits  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish iniciativas individuales Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

inductive reasoning  Note: This is a 
way of gaining knowledge. Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish razonamiento inductivo Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

inequality  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish desigualdad Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

infant mortality  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish mortalidad infantil Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

infant mortality rate  Abbreviation: 
IMR Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish tasa de mortalidad infantil Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

informal employment  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish empleo informal Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

informal sector  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish sector informal Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

information flows  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish flujo de información Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

injury  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish daño personal Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

in-migration  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish inmigración Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

inner urban areas  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish zona central de las zonas urbanas; de 
las ciudades Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

inner-city areas  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish zonas céntricas Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

inputs  Note: refers to the hydrological cycle 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish entradas Note: refers to the hydrological 
cycle Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

insurance  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish seguros contra el riesgo Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

internal migration  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish migración interna Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

international interactions  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish relaciones internacionales Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

international migration  Related 
term: Synonym: external migration Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish migración internacional Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

International Monetary Fund  
Abbreviation: IMF Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish Fondo Monetario Internacional 
Abbreviation: FMI Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

international telephone traffic  
Source: Spec paper HL paper 3 first exams 2011  
Spanish tráfico telefónico internacional Source: 
Exámen de muestra NS prueba 3 para primeros 
exámenes en 2011  
 

Internet  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish Internet Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

internet network  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish Red de internet Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

intra-urban spatial patterns  
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish patrones espaciales intraurbanos 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
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inward movement  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish movimiento hacia el interior Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

inward rural-urban movement  
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish movimientos de población del campo a 
la ciudad Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

irrigation  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish riego Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

isoline maps  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish mapa de isolíneas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

isopleth maps  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish mapa de isopletas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 



L 
la Niña  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish la Niña Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

labour flows  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish flujo de trabajo Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

land degradation  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish degradación del terreno Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

land ownership  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish propiedad de la tierra Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

land tenure  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish régimen de tenencia (de la tierra) 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

land use planning  Related term: 
Synonym: zoning Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish planificación de los usos del suelo 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

land value  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish valor de la tierra Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

large-scale maps  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish mapas a gran escala Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

latitude  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish latitud Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

leisure  Related term: One optional theme is 
called "Leisure and tourism". Definition: any freely 
chosen activity or experience that takes place in non-
work time Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish ocio Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

life cycle  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish ciclo vital Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

life expectancy  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish esperanza de vida Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

line graphs  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish gráficos de líneas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

lithology  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish litología Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

littoral drift  Related term: Synonym: 
longshore drift Definition: the movement of 
sediments along a coast by wave action Source: 

Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish deriva litoral Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

loan  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish préstamo Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

location quotient  Related term: 
measures of concentration and dispersion Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish coeficiente de localización Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

locational  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish de localización Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

locational maps  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish mapa de localización Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

logarithmic graphs  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish gráficos logarítmicos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

longitude  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish longitud Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

longshore drift  Related term: Synonym: 
littoral drift Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish deriva litoral Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

Lorenz curves  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish curva de Lorenz Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

loss of fertility  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish pérdida de fertilidad Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

low-cost housing  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish viviendas de bajo costo Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
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magnitude  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish magnitud Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

malnutrition  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish malnutrición Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

mangrove swamps  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish manglares Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

manufacturing activities  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish actividades industriales Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

mapped form  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish mapa; información de mapas Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

market access  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish acceso a los mercados Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

mass movements  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish movimientos en masa Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

matrices  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish matrices Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

maximum sustainable yield  
Definition: the maximum level of extraction of water 
that can be maintained for a given area indefinitely 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish rendimiento máximo sustentable 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

MDGs  Abbreviation: UN Millenium Development 
Goals Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish ODM Full term: Objetivos de desarrollo del 
milenio de la ONU Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

measure of diversity  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish medidas de diversidad Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

mental maps  Related term: This is one 
type of thematic maps. Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish mapas mentales Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

metric maps  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish mapa métrico Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

mid-ocean ridges  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish dorsales oceánicas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

migration  Definition: the movement of 
people, involving a permanent (more than one year) 
change of residence. It can be internal or external 
(international) and voluntary or forced. It does not 
include temporary circulations such as commuting or 
tourism Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish migración Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

mineral extraction  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish extracción de minerales Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

morphology of oceans  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish morfología de los océanos Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

mortality  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish mortalidad Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

multi-governmental 
organization  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish organización internacional Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

multi-lateral agreement  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish acuerdo multilateral Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
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NAFTA  Full term: North American Free Trade 
Agreement Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish TLCAN Full term: Tratado de Libre Comercio 
de América del Norte Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

national migration  Related term: 
Synonym: internal migration Note: This refers to 
internal migration; it is specified as "national" in the 
guide to contrast it to "international migration". 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish migración interna (nacional) Note: El 
término es "migración interna". Se ha agregado entre 
paréntesis "nacional" para distinguirla de la migración 
"internacional". Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

natural hazard events  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish fenómenos ambientales naturales 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

natural recharge  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish recarga natural Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

nautical miles  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish milla náutica; milla marina Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

nearest neighbour quotient  
Related term: measures of concentration and 
dispersion Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish índice de vecindad Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

neo-Malthusian views  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish perspectivas neomaltusianas Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

network hubs  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish nodos centrales Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

network nodes  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish nodos Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

non-paid (non-professional) 
sports  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish actividades deportivas no remuneradas 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

non-tropical latitudes  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish latitudes no tropicales Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
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observation  Note: This is a way of gaining 
knowledge. Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish observaciones Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

occurrence  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish ocurrencia Note: please translate according 
to context Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

ocean currents  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish corrientes oceánicas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

ocean floor deposits  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish depósitos en los fondos oceánicos 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

ocean floor morphology  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish morfología del fondo oceánico Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

ocean water  Related term: Synonym: 
oceanic water Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish aguas oceánicas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

oceanic conveyor belts  Definition: a 
global thermohaline circulation, driven by the 
formation and sinking of deep water and responsible 
for the large flow of upper ocean water Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish cinta transportadora oceánica Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

oceanic resource  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish recursos oceánicos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

oceanic volcanic features  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish rasgos volcánicos oceánicos Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

oceanic water  Related term: Synonym: 
ocean water Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish aguas oceánicas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

oil waste  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish residuos petrolíferos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

optional theme  Note: The geography 
syllabus has a core theme, optional themes and 
higher-level extension. Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish tema opcional Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

organized outings and events  
Source: Geography guide (2009)  

Spanish salidas y eventos organizados Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

out-migration  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish emigración Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

outputs  Note: refers to the hydrological cycle 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish salidas Note: refers to the hydrological 
cycle Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

outsourcing  Definition: the concept of 
taking internal company functions and paying an 
outside firm to handle them. Outsourcing is done to 
save money, improve quality, or free company 
resources for other activities Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish tercerización Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

outward growth  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish expansión urbana Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

overcrowding  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish hacinamiento Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

overfishing  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish sobreexplotación pesquera Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

overlays  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish transparencias Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
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pattern  Definition: in the presentation and 
description of data this term covers the arrangement 
or changes of spatial elements (see Trend) Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish patrón; patrón espacial Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

patterned ground  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish suelos poligonales Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

percentages  Related term: statistical 
calculations Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish porcentajes Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

perceptual carrying capacity  
Definition: The maximum number before a specific 
group of visitors considers the level of impact, such 
as noise, to be excessive. Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish capacidad de carga perceptiva Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

periglacial areas  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish zonas periglaciares Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

periglacial environment  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish ambiente periglaciar Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

periphery  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish periferia Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

permafrost  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish permafrost Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

physical environment  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish ambiente físico Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

physical geography  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish geografía física Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

physical water scarcity  Definition: 
where water resource development is approaching or 
has exceeded sustainable levels. It relates water 
availability to water demand and implies that arid 
areas are not necessarily water scarce. Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish escasez física de agua Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

pie charts  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish gráficos sectoriales Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

pingos  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish pingos Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

place  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish lugar Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

plate margins  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish bordes de las placas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

polar areas  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish zonas polares Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

political unit  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish unidad política Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

pollution  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish contaminación Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

pollution event  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish evento/hecho contaminante Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

poor quality housing  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish viviendas de mala calidad Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

population momentum  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish ímpetu demográfico Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

population projections  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish proyecciones de población Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

population pyramids  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish pirámides de población Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

predictability  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish predecibilidad Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

preparedness  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish grado de preparación Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

primary information  Definition: 
material and data collected in the field through 
measurement and observation. It can include both 
qualitative and quantitative information Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
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Spanish información de fuentes primarias 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

primary tourist / recreational 
resources  Definition: the pre-existing 
attractions for tourism or recreation (that is, those 
not built specifically for the purpose), including 
climate, scenery, wildlife, indigenous people, cultural 
and heritage sites. These are distinguished from 
secondary tourist / recreational resources, which 
include accommodation, catering, entertainment and 
shopping Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish recursos turísticos/recreativos 
primarios Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

pro-natalist policy  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish política pronatalista Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

property damage  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish daños materiales Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

proportional symbol map  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish mapa de símbolos proporcionales 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 



R 
radioactive waste  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish residuos radiactivos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

rainfall  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish lluvia Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

ranges of data  Related term: statistical 
calculations Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish rangos de datos Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

ratios  Related term: statistical calculations 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish razones Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

raw material  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish materias primas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

raw-material production  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish producción de materias primas Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

recent  Definition: reference to an event that 
has taken place since the year 2000 Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish reciente Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

recreation  Definition: a leisure-time activity 
undertaken voluntarily and for enjoyment. It includes 
individual pursuits, organized outings and events, 
and non-paid (non-professional) sports Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish actividades recreativas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

recreational facilities  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish instalaciones recreativas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

recycling  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish reciclado Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

redevelopment  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish rehabilitación Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

refurbishment  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish rehabilitación Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

regeneration strategies  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish estrategias de renovación Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

relief characteristics  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  

Spanish características del relieve Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

remittances  Definition: transfers of 
money/goods by foreign workers to their home 
countries Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish remesas Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

remoteness  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish ubicación en áreas remotas Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

repatriation of profits  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish repatriación del beneficio Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

research question  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish pregunta de investigación Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

reservoirs  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish embalses Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

residential population densities  
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish densidad de población residencial 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

resort  Definition: a settlement where the 
primary function is tourism. This includes hotel 
complex Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish complejo turístico Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

resource base  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish base de recursos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

resource consumption  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish consumo de recursos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

resources booklet  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish cuadernillo de consulta Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

restoration  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish restauración Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

resultant landforms  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish formas de relieve resultantes Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

retailing activities  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish actividades comerciales Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
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retreating coasts  Definition: coasts 
along which the dominant processes are erosional, 
resulting in the coastline moving inland. Retreating 
coasts may also arise from a positive change in sea 
level (sea level rise or fall in land level) Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish costas en retroceso Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

re-urbanization  Definition: the 
development of activities to increase residential 
population densities within the existing build-up area 
of a city. This may include the re-development of 
vacant land and the refurbishement of housing and 
develpment new business enterprises Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish reurbanización Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

rifts  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish valles de dislocación; rifts Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

risk  Definition: risk is the probability of a hazard 
event causing harmful consequences (expected 
losses in terms of deaths, injuries, property damage, 
economy and environment) Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish riesgo Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

risk assessment  Related term: One 
optional theme is called "Hazards and disasters-risk 
assessment and response". Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish evaluación de riesgo Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

risk response  Related term: One optional 
theme is called "Hazards and disasters-risk 
assessment and response". Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish respuestas humanas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

river basin  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish cuenca fluvial Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

river flood  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish inundación Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

rose diagrams  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish diagramas de coordenadas polares 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

rural-urban fringe  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish la franja rural-urbana Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

rural-urban migration  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish migración del campo a la ciudad Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  

 



S 
safe drinking water  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish agua potable Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

safety regulations  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish medidas de seguridad Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

salinity  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish salinidad Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

salinization  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish salinización Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

sampling techniques  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish técnicas de muestreo Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

satellite images  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish imágenes de satélite Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

scale  Definition: topics within the syllabus are 
required to be studied at various scales: local scale 
refers to areas of limited extent; national scale refers 
to a country; regional scale refers to an area that 
encompasses several countries sharing some 
common element (economic, political, locational); 
global scale refers to the world as a whole Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish escala Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

scatter graphs  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish gráficos de dispersión Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

scenery  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish paisaje Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

sea level  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish nivel del mar Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

sea level fall  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish caída del nivel del mar Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

sea level rise  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish ascenso del nivel del mar Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

seabed  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish fondo marino Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

secondary information  Definition: 
information that has already been compiled in 
written, statistical or mapped forms Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish información de fuentes secundarias 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

secondary tourist / 
recreational resources  Definition: 
These include accommodation, catering, 
entertainment and shopping. Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish recursos turísticos/recreativos 
secundarios Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

sediment  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish sedimento Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

semi-arid areas  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish zonas semi-áridas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

service activities  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish actividades de servicio Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

settlement  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish asentamiento Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

sexually-transmitted disease  
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish enfermedades de transmisión sexual 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

short-answer questions  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish preguntas de respuesta corta Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

short-term trends  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish tendencias a corto plazo Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

slums  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish asentamientos marginales Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

social deprivation  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish marginación social Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

social environment  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish medio social Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

socially sustainable housing 
management strategy  Source: 
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Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish estrategia de gestión de viviendas 
socialmente sustentable Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

socio-economic  Definition: the 
combination of social factors (including demographic, 
cultural and political) and economic factors Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish socioeconómico Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

socio-economic disruption  
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish interrupción de las actividades 
socioeconómicas Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

soil degradation  Definition: a severe 
reduction in the quality of soils. The term includes 
soil erosion, salinization and soil exhaustion (loss of 
fertility) Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish degradación del suelo Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

soil erosion  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish erosión del suelo Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

soil exhaustion  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish agotamiento del suelo Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

solifluction  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish solifluxión Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

source material  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish datos usados en el estudio Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

sovereignty rights  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish derechos de soberanía Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

space  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish espacio Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

spatial component  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish componente espacial Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

spatial extent  Note: refers to floods 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish extensión Note: refers to floods Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

spatial interactions  Related term: 
measures of spatial interactions Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish relación espacial Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  

Spearman rank  Related term: 
correlations Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish coeficiente de Spearman Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

speed of onset  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish rapidez y variedad de los efectos 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

sport  Definition: a physical activity involving a 
set of rules or customs. The activity may be 
competitive. Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish actividades deportivas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

sports facilities  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish instalaciones deportivas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

squatter settlements  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish asentamientos irregulares Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

statistical calculations  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish cálculos estadísticos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

statistical tests  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish prueba estadística Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

statistical yearbooks  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish anuario estadístico Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

stimulus material  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish material de estímulo Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

stores  Note: refers to the hydrological cycle 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish almacenamiento Note: refers to the 
hydrological cycle Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

storm  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish tormentas Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

storm surges  Related term: coastal hazard 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish marejada ciclónica Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

strategies  Definition: reference to any 
management policies, initiatives and/or plans prior to 
implementation Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish estrategias Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
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stream channel processes  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish procesos asociados al cauce de un río 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

stream discharge  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish caudal del curso de agua Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

stream drainage basin  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish cuenca hidrográfica de un arroyo 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

stream flow  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish corriente de agua Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

subaerial processes  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish procesos subaéreos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

subsoil  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish subsuelo Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

substitution  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish sustitución Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

suburb  Definition: a residential area within or 
just outside the boundaries of a city Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish suburbio Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

suburbanization  Definition: the outward 
growth of towns and cities to engulf surrounding 
villages and rural areas. This may result from the 
out-migration of population from the inner urban 
area to the suburbs or from inward rural-urban 
movement Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish suburbanización Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

survey site  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish sitio de la investigación Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

sustainable circular system  
Definition: In this system inputs are reduced and 
outputs are recycled Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish sistema circular sustentable Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

sustainable management  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish gestión sustentable Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

sustainable tourism  Definition: 
Tourism that conserves primary tourist resources and 
supports the livelihoods and culture of local people. 

Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish turismo sustentable Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

sustainable urban 
management strategy  Definition: an 
approach to urban management that seeks to 
maintain and improve the quality of life for current 
and future urban dwellers. Aspects of management 
may be social (housing quality, crime) economic 
(jobs, income) and environmental (air, water, land 
and resources) Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish estrategia de gestión urbana 
sustentable Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

sustainable yields  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish rendimiento sustentable Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

swamps  Related term: wetland Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish pantanos Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 



T 
technological hazard  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish amenaza tecnológica Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

telecommunications network  
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish red de telecomunicaciones Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

temporary circulations  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish desplazamientos temporales Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

temporary hunger  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish hambre temporal Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

territorial limits  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish límites territoriales Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

text extracts  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish extracto Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

thematic maps  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish mapas temáticos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

thermal transfers  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish transferencias térmicas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

thermohaline circulation  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish circulación termohalina Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

thermokarst  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish termokarst Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

tides  Related term: coastal process Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish mareas Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

time-space convergence  
Definition: the reduction in the time taken to travel 
between two places due to improvements in 
transportation or communication technology Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish convergencia de tiempo y espacio 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

timing  Note: refers to floods Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish inicio y secuencia temporal Note: refers 
to floods Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  

TNC  Full term: Transnational Corporation 
Definition: a firm that owns or controls productive 
operations in more than one country through direct 
foreign investment Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish coorporación transnacional Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

topographic maps  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish mapas topográficos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

topological maps  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish mapa topológico Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

tourism  Definition: travel away from home for 
at least one night for the purpose of leisure. Note 
that this definition excludes day-trippers. There are 
many possible subdivisions of tourism. Subgroups 
include ecotourism; heritage tourism; sustainable 
tourism. Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish turismo Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

trade access  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish acceso al comercio Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

trade barriers  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish barreras comerciales Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

transboundary pollution  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish contaminación transfronteriza Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

transfers  Note: refers to the hydrological 
cycle Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish transferencias Note: refers to the 
hydrological cycle Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

transform faults  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish fallas de transformación Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

Transnational Corporation  
Abbreviation: TNC Definition: a firm that owns or 
controls productive operations in more than one 
country through direct foreign investment Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish coorporación transnacional Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

transport  Related term: stream channel 
process Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish transporte Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

transport network  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
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Spanish red de transporte Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

trenches  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish fosas abisales Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

trend  Definition: in the presentation and 
description of data this term covers the changes over 
time (see Pattern) Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish tendencia Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

triangular graphs  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish digrama/gráfico triangular Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

tributaries  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish afluentes Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

tropical cyclones  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish ciclones tropicales Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

tropical rainforest  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish selvas tropicales Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

tsunamis  Related term: coastal hazard 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish tsunami Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

typhoons  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish tifones Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 



U 
UN Millenium Development 
Goals  Abbreviation: MDGs Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish Objetivos de desarrollo del milenio de 
la ONU Abbreviation: ODM Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

under-used industrial buildings  
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish edificios industriales infrautilizados 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

unsustainable  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish no sustentable Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

unsustainable (open/linear) 
city system  Definition: In this system inputs 
and outputs are uncontrolled. Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish sistema urbano (abierto/ lineal) no 
sustentable Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

uplift of land  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish levantamiento de la tierra Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

upper ocean water  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish aguas oceánicas superiores Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

urban dwellers  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish habitantes de la ciudad Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

urban environments  Related term: 
One optional theme is called "Urban environments". 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish ambientes urbanos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

urban heat island effect  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish efecto de isla urbana de calor Source: 
Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

urban landscapes  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish paisaje urbano Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

urban microclimate  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish microclima urbano Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

urban regeneration  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish renovación urbana Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

urban renewal  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish renovación urbana Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

urban settlements  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish asentamientos urbanos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

urban sprawl  Definition: the unplanned 
and uncontrolled physical expansion of an urban area 
into the surrounding countryside. It is closely linked 
to the process of suburbanization Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish crecimiento urbano no planificado 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

urban stress  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish estrés de las ciudades Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

urbanization  Definition: the process by 
which an increasing percentage of a country's 
population comes to live in towns and cities. It may 
involve both rural-urban migration and natural 
increase Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish proceso de urbanización Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
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V 
vacant land  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish terreno desocupado Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

vacation  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish vacaciones Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

vector-borne disease  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish enfermedad de transmisión vectorial 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

vertical spatial variations  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish variación espacial vertical Source: Guía 
de Geografía (2009)  
 

visual material  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish material gráfico Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

volcanic destruction  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish erupción volcánica Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

volcanoes  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish volcanes Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

voluntary migration  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish migración voluntaria Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

vulnerability  Definition: the geographic 
conditions that increase the susceptibility of a 
community to a hazard or to the impacts of a hazard 
event Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish vulnerabilidad Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
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W 
waste  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish residuos Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

waste disposal  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish eliminación de residuos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

waste overburden  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish exceso de residuos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

waste reduction  Source: Geography 
guide (2009)  
Spanish reducción de residuos Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

water balance  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish balance hídrico Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

water scarcity  Definition: (1) physical 
water scarcity where water resource development is 
approaching or has exceeded sustainable levels. It 
relates water availability to water demand and 
implies that arid areas are not necessarily water 
scarce. (2) economic water scarcity where water is 
available locally but not accessible for human, 
institutional or financial capital reasons Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish escasez de agua Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

water usage  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish utilización del agua Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

water-borne disease  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish enfermedad transmitida por el agua 
Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

watershed  Related term: Synonym: drainage 
divide Definition: the line defining the boundary of a 
river or stream drainage basin and separating it from 
adjacent basin(s) Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish divisoria de aguas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

wave action  Related term: coastal process 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish acción de las olas Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

weather  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish tiempo Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

weathering  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish meteorización Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

wetlands  Definition: areas that are regularly 
saturated by surface water or groundwater, including 
freshwater marshes, swamps and bogs Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish humedales Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

wildlife  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish vida animal Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

wind action  Related term: coastal process 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish acción del viento Source: Guía de 
Geografía (2009)  
 

wind and water-formed 
features  Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish formas modeladas por el viento y el 
agua Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

World Bank  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish Banco Mundial Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

World Trade Organization  
Abbreviation: WTO Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish Organización Mundial del Comercio 
Abbreviation: OMC Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
 

written report  Source: Geography guide 
(2009)  
Spanish informe escrito Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
 

WTO  Full term: World Trade Organization 
Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish OMC Full term: Organización Mundial del 
Comercio Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
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Y 
youthful population  Source: 
Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish población de edad media en 
disminución Source: Guía de Geografía (2009)  
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Z 
zoning  Related term: Synonym: land use 
planning Source: Geography guide (2009)  
Spanish zonificación Source: Guía de Geografía 
(2009)  
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